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A  brief  Account  of  a  Late  Uncom- 
monAppearance  in  thel^  tat) 

With  REMARKS  upon  it. 

E  are  fenfible,  that  of  La- 
ter  Times,  there  has  been 
much  Difccurfe,zni.  fome 
Wonder,  about  a  Meteor^ 
which  the  Learned  agree 
to  call,  TheNorthernTwi- 
light.  ThsPyratnidalGlade 
oj  Light,  obferved  by  Clnl^ 
drey  and  CaJJim  and  others  in  the  Northern 
Hatraifphere  of  the  Fixed  Stars,\{'2LS  gone  by 
the  Name  of  Aurora  Borealis  5  And  an  Ap* 
pearance  of  Light  under  various  Forms  in 
our  Meteorous  Regions  has  had  the  Name 
applied  unto  it.  It  fhould  feem,  that  the 
Appearance  of  it,  grows  a  little  more  fre¬ 
quent  in  the  Later  Times  than  it  was  in  the 
Former;  the  caufe  whereofif  the  matter  of 
Tall  be  really  fo,  may  be  worth  Enquiring, 
Be  that  as  it  will,  this  Aurora  Borearts,\iZi 
been  accounted  a  SubjeQ;  worthy  to  be  Re- 
giftred  in  the  Writings  that  are  to  be  tranf 
mitted  unto  Pofterity,  and  pondered  by  the 

molt  confummate  Philofophers  of  the  j^e. 

Our 


■•'fir  ^  ~  ^ 

Our  Stow  hzs  in  the  Reign  of  Q.  Elizabeth^ 
more  than  once  counted  it  an  Article  wot' 
thy  of  a  Chronicle^  That  there  were  Nights 
Wherein  the  Heavens  did feem  to  burni  And 
I  make  no  doubt,  That  fome  oi' th^Terribld 
Blazing  Stars  Recorded  by  our  Hollinjliead^ 
in  the  Reign  of  K.  Henry  IV.  were  no  other 
'than  the  we  are  now  taking  into 

our  Contemplation^  The  Mifcellanea  Bero- 
Unenfia,  ]Li^YQ  given  us  ample  Relations,  of 
the  Radiations  in  the  Heavens,  which  were 
feen  extending  from  the  \ortb-WeJi  to  the 
iHorth-EaJi,  in  leveral  parts  of  Europe,  fince 
the  Beginning  of  the  prefent  Century,  l^ut 
Gafiendous,  has  thought  it  worth  his  while, 
to  give  us  a  larger  Defcription  of  fuch  aa 
Appearance  ;  which  was  not  long  after  the 
Beginjiingofthe'  former,reen  all  over  France^ 
andCambden  fays,it  was  alfo  feen  in  England^ 
IT  was  very  much  Refembledj  by  what 
Was  lately  a  matter  of  fome  Obfer' 
vation,  (and  unto  fome,  of  Conjjernation)  alt 
oyer  Kezii-Eng/and  ;  whereof  an  Accodnf 
fhall  prefently  be  given  you. 

THE  Large  Accounts,  that  haVe  beeii 
given  of  the  Phenomena  in  the  irradiated 
Sky  of  the  Night,  w'hich  have  lately  found 
■Work  for  thsU' lye  Jlden  of  Enq^uiry  in  jB/*/' 
tain,  and  over  good  part  of  Europe^  yoti  cart 
be  no  ftrUnger  to<  The  Ingenious  Fen  of 
ftiy  Worthy  Neighbour  and  Brother^  who 

A  2  wag 


c  4 : 

was  an  Eye-witnefs  to  feme  of  them,  has 
oblig'd  us  with  a  pun£lual  Relation  ofwhat 
he  law,  when  the  Heavens  look  d  as  if  He 
that  is  to  be  Revealed  fom  thence  inflaming 
Fire,  had  been  making  His  Defcent  unto  us. 

THE  Story  of  what  we  have  juft  now 
feen,  may  then  hope  to  come  in  among  the 
reft,  without  any  indecency. 

U  OF  Our  late  Aurora  Borealis,  I  mu  ft  ob- 
ferve  whsLtOaflendous  does of///r;  That  fuch 
a  Vapour 'muft  needs  be  of  a  Vaji  Altitude, 
above  the  Earth  ^  lince  the  Convexity  of  the 
Earth  was  no  hindrance  to  its  being  Vifible, 
and  in  the  fame  Scituation,  to  Places  re¬ 
motely  diftant  from  one  another. 

BUT  the  Account  o^Ours,  which  I  now 
haften  to  give  you, is  j.That  on  theEleventh. 
of  t\\n  December,  In  the  Evening, 

we  were  hfere  at  Bojion,  pretty  much  fur--; 
prized,;  withA  Luminous  Appearance  in  the 
Northern  part  of  the  Heavens,which  extend-r 
ed  in. the  Form  of  an  Arch,  from  the  North-: 
Weft  unto  theryw/h-£«/,a  confiderableway.' 
It  was  a  Ibrt  of.a  Cloud,  but  fo  thin,  that 
the  Stars  could  be  feen  through  it  ;  arid 
fi'rft  of  a  Lighter,  but  anon  of  a  Redder,  and 
a  more  Bloody  Afpe£L  The  Region  of  it, 
was  much  higher  than  the  ordinary  Clouds, 
which  were  plainly  feen  moving  below  it.: 
Of  this,  we  were  foon  more  fully  fatisfyed, 
when  we  recei'vedAccounts  from  ourFriends, 

Fifty 
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Fifty  Miles  to  the  Northward,  and  twice 
Fifty  to  the  Southward  of  us  ;  That  (^asOne 
Letter  informs  usjat  this  time  the  HamiP. 
phsre  being  very  clear,  fwhich  it  was  not 
at  Bojlon,)  and  not  a  Cloud  in  the  Sky,they 
faw  a  G/adeof  Light,  grow  from  a  Imaller 
Bulk,  firft  into  paler  Flames,  and  then  into 
Redder,  and  fo  into  the  colour  of  Blood. 
And,  That  (as  Another;  the  Rci  W'as  darker 
at  the  Weftern  End  of  it, and  Brighter  at  the 
Eafiern.  It  feemed  fomething  to  Expire,LnA. 
then  to  again.  As  midnight  came 

on,  it  Renewed  with  what  was  commonly 
thought  a  mere  Terrible  Afpetl,  than  in  the 
former  part  of  theEyening.  Yea,fome  Hours 
after  That,  it  foRevived,  thatPeople  arWork 
about  theirSaw-Mills,  perceived  their  Trees 
to  look  Red  with  the  refieflion  of  it ;  and 
they  could  fee  to  manage  their  work  by  it, 
as  if  the  Light  of  the  Moon,  (which  was 
now  fet)  had  favoured  them.  >> 

IT  is  Remarkable  to  lee,  how  much  we 
are  left  in  the  Dar/c,and  how  much  our  Phi- 
lofophy,^  is  at  a  lofs,about  thel/i^h/j',  that  are 
ever  now  and  then  enkindled  in  the  Heavens 
that  are  fb  near  unto  us.  Wemay  talkfome 
fine  Things,about  the5’^//)hOT-and  the  Kitre, 

and  the  Je  nefcay  quay,  in  the  compofition 
of  them,  and  make  our.felves  be  admired 
tor  our  Learned  Jargon,  among  them  that 
have  not  learned  the  Languageii  We  may 
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ftlfo  propound  unto  Confideration,  how  far 
the  Origin  of  fuch  a  Northern  Twilight,  as 
Qiif sendoii’s,miOur  late  One, may  be  found, 
in  that  conftant  Milky  way  of  the  Sun,  or, 
Qlade  of  Light  which  every  Year  ftrikesfrora 
that  part  of  theHorizon  where  the  Sun  lets, 
up  towards  and  almoft  unto' the  Fleiades,m 
the  latter  End  of  February,  and  the  Begin¬ 
ning  of  March,  whereof  there  is  in  the  Poft^ 
humous  Works  of  Dr.  Hook,  an  AccountEn- 
deavoured.  But  ftill  the  Old  Philofophers 
ingenuous  cry  of,  Darknef,  Darknef  !  will 
rgturn  upon  us, 

I  Don’t  lee,  That  the  Extent  of  our  At- 
moJflt£re  is  hitherto  well  determined.  For 
tho’ ’tis  pretended.  That  our  Barcfcope  has 
fixed  it,  for  lefs  than  Fifty  Miles;  yQtHart- 
foeker  will  perfwade  you  that  the  Reports 
of  that  Mercury  in  this  matter  are  not  fo 
to  he  relied  upon,  but  that  our  Attn  fphcrre 
may  extend  lome  Hundreds  of  Leagues; 
And,  I  confefs,  that  for  fomeReafons, which  , 
at  prefent  I  don’t  care  to  mention,  I  incline 
to  that  Opinion, 

BUT  how  poorly  Qualify’d  are  we  then 
to  form  a  Judgment  on  many  Things  that 
are  doing  it  may  be  up  towards  the  Selvidge 
of  this  Atmcjfure. 

THE  knownPrinciples  ofADfh^T?//)®  failing 

us  in  Ibme  occurences  of  Nature,  fome  that 

are  little  enough  tinged  with  Enthufiafm  ot 

Fanutictfnt, 


Fanatkifm,ovfn  themfelves  compelled  here' 
unto,  to  confider  the  Operations  of  Angels 
Good  &  Bad  ^  IntelleUual  Voluntary 
’TiS  true,  There  can  be  nothing  fo  Ridi¬ 
culous,  as  the  Mahometan  Fhilqfophy^  which 
-makes  the  Angels^  to  be  the  doers  of  all 
that  is  continually  done  in  the  works  ofNa- 
ture  •,  and  particularly,makesthofe  Meteors 
which  we  aM^F'alling  Stars,  to  be  the  Fire¬ 
brands  with  which  the  Good  Angels  chafe 
"away  the  Bad,  when  they  come  too  near  the 
Heavens,  \to  Eves-drop  the  Secrets  there. 
But  yet  we  have  all  poflible  Airurance,that 
there  are  Angels  both  Good  and  Bad  ;  Our 
own  Country  affords  Teftimonies  enough  to 
overwhelm  all  the  Sadducees  in  the  World. 
And  fo  inconleftibleitis.  That  all  Ages  have 
believed  onr At mofph^ere  to  have  feme  of  the 
.  AngelicalTribes  replomihwglt.  OurSacred 
Scriptures  do  fufficiently  affure  us.  That  the 
Angels  both  Good  and  Bad,  are  fometimes 
particularly  concerned  about  the  Meteors 
in  this  Atmo^htsre-,  the  Tempejis,  and  the 
Thunders  railed  there :  yea.  That  the  Hea¬ 
vens  do  Rule,  and  the  Inviftble  World,  has  an 
aftonilhing  fhare  in  theGovernment  of  Ours. 
As  Vnphilofopbical  as  it  may  feem,  to  talk 
at  this  rate  •,  the  further  our  Improvements 
-  inPhilofophy  are  carried  on,  the  lefs  will 
it  be  found  XJ nr eaf enable . 

THF.IJncommonOccurrences  in  theUeaven- 
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,  F/aces  o^’om  Atmo^hare,  have  doubtlefs 
their  JVatuni/  Caujes.  And  yet  they  may 
Rationally  enough  fet  the  admiring  and  a- 
niazed  Spectator  a  thinking,  What  unknown 
TJnn£^  may  be  doing  among  the  Rational  Inha¬ 
bitants  of  thofe  Regions  ?  This  we  do  know, 
That  there  fall  be  fearful  Sights^  and  Great 
Signs  from  Heaven^  and  there  fall  be  <^igns 
where  we  fee  the  Sun  and  Aloon  and  Stars 
the  Powers  ^of  Heaven  fall  be  in  Com?r/otionsj 
_  ("and  it  ispollible,  be  at  work  in  producing 
fome  of  the  Fearful  Sights )  among  the  Fore¬ 
runners  o^z  Da^tha.t  all  Sober  Men  do  look 
for. 


INDEED,  it  is  a  Weaknefs,  to  be  too  Ap- 
prehenfive  of  Prodigies,  in  all  Uncommon  Oc¬ 
currences.  Yea,  Ibme  things  may  be  thought 
Prodigies,  which  may  really  heKindneJfes  to 
the  World  5  among  which  things  we  may 
particularly  reckon  Exploded  Meteors.  Be 
fure.  People  are  never  more  fanciful  and 
whimfical,theirImaginations  are  never  more 
fertil,  than  when  they  have  Uncommon  Oc¬ 
currences  in  the  Clouds  to  work  upon.  And 
sit  becomes  not  Serious  Chriftians  to  be  UiJ- 
mciyed  at  the  Signs  of  Heaven,  cu  the  Heathen 
are  dtfmayed  at  thetn.  Not  _  only  the  Prodi¬ 
gies  which  the, celebrated  Roman  Livy,  fo 
fills  his  Pages  withal,  but  alfo  thofe  which 
'Lycojihenes  and  other  later  Hiftorians  have 
given  us,  were  very  many  of  them  doubr- 
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lefs  meer  Tandes  or  Fables.  Neverthelefs, 
a  total  contempt  of  all  Prodigies  is  an  Ex,- 
treme  on  the  other  hand,  whxh  is  to  he  ar 
voided  by  them  that  would  mi/k  wje:y,z- A. 
neither  turn  afide  unto  the  Right  HanJ,  nor 
unto  the  Left.  Nor  have fon/e  ofthe  Prodigies 
*  related  by/i^<?^h/^r,asfbregoir!g'^foreboding 
theDelfruQion  of  JeruJ ale»i,{'on\A  a  general 
Difdain  among  the  molt  Judicious  of  his 
•Readers. 

THE  Learned  and  Famous  Dr.  John  Spen¬ 
cer,  Entertained  the  VVorld,with  a  Treatifc 
full  of  Erudition,  on  a  Defign  to  fink  the 
Opinion  of  Prodigies.  But  the  Venerable 
Dr,  Incrcafe  VlD//w,vifitingof  him,  on^yd. 
IVm.  1689.  at  Bennet-Co\\egQ  in  Cambridge, 
.took  the  Opportunity  to  Enquire  of  him, 
'  whether  he  Itill  continued  ofthe  fame  Opi¬ 
nion  concerning  Prodigies  ?  To  which  he 
made  a  modelt  Anfwer  ;  ‘  That  he  was  a 
■  *  very  Young  Man,  when  he  wrote  hisBook 
‘  on  that  Subjefl  ^  and  had  pot  fince  much 
‘  confidered  it ;  But  that  he  believed  theD,e- 
*  mons  had  prxnotions  oP  many  things,  and 
‘  might  give  Itrange  freenwnitions  of  them 
‘  in  the  way  of  Prodigies.  And,  that  he  did 
‘  not  know,  whether  he  might  not  err  in 
‘  fomething  of  an  Extreme,  on  one  fide,  as 
‘others  did  on  the  other.  Wherefore, 
tho’  I  will  not  fay, 

Ptnriipuamfutiiibusfefplcnduillgnibus£ther, 

Yet 
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Yet  I  will  not  utterly  deny, but  that  fome- 
thing  may  be  Read  fometimes  by  the  Li^ht 
of  thofe  Fires.  There  is  not  always  Nothing 
in  them. 

IN  Men  of  a  Superiour  Wifdom  &Good- 
nefs,  it  cannot  but  move  a  companion  for  a 
miferable  World, when  One  fees  the  Terrors  * 
of  Death  fo  generally  feizing  and  frightning 
People,  upon  any  \Jncommon  Occurrences  ^ 
and  efpecially  upon  any  Blazes  in  the  Hea¬ 
vens  over  them.  Gfmii«^,it  may  be  thought. 
Certainly  the  poor  Children  of  Men^  are  gene¬ 
rally  confcious  tothis,  that  they  are  inlllferms 
iX/itb  Heaven  !  Upon  every  fiery  Eruption  fieen 
above,  they  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  Wrath 
of  GOD  is  going  to  be  Revealed  from  Heaven, 
again  ft  all  theUngoJUnefis  and  Unrighteoufnefis 
of  Men,  which  the  Earth  ts  filled  withal.  People 
that  know  themfelvesReconciled  untoGOD, 
would  never  be  fo  Terrified,  asmoft  People 
are,  when  they  fee  any F/>w  kindling  in  the 
Welkin  over  them. 

IN  the  mean  time,  it  would  Vex  One  to 
fee  how  ready,&  (in  their  own  conceit)  skil¬ 
ful,  People  are  to  Prognofiicate  upon  the 
Things,whichthey  take  fos  Prodigies,wh.Qxe 
the  Rules  of  Prognoftication  a.te  fo  Uncertain, 
Ambignous?iPrecarious  -,  But  how littleNo- 
tice  they  take  of  thoft  things  which  are  much 
more  horfihly  Prodigious,  and  on  which  they 
may  found  a  Prognojiication  with  a  much 
more  infallible  certainty. 


C  n 

THIS  is  very  fure ,  Procligious//>^/?/V//Vr,8C 
prodigious  Divifions^  raging  in  a  Place,  are 
much  moxt  certdinOmens  o{  Evil  to  cGme^x\{^\\ 
any  Sights  in  the  which  appear  never  fo 
formidable.  But  at  thofe  Things,  how  few 
can  fay,  LORD^  Horror  with  a  Tempefluous 
Force  has  taken  hold  on  7ne^  on  the  account  of 
Wicked  Men  who  do  forfake  tb)  Law. 

THEGentlemeD,who  had  not  arrived  unto 
the  Skill, (which  according  to  Seneca^s  Pre- 
<iiftion)fomeofour  lareft  Aflronomers  have 
now  attain’d  unto,ofCalcularingt  he 
and  Returns  of  Comets^havc  reckon  d  up  fas 
I  remember  Lubtenietzki  doQs)  about  Four 
Hundred  Fifteen C(?;;^^/Jr,ofwhofe  Appear¬ 
ing  fince  the  Beginning  of  this  World,  ive 
find  fome  Footfieps  in  Hiltory.  But  were^b 
many  Comets  all  feen  Blazing  at  once, I  muft 
freely  fay,  That  tho’  fuch  Worlds  in  a  fate 
,  of  Fun{fhment, would  be  a  very  awfulSpefta- 
cle,yet  I  Ihould  not  be  apprehenfive  of  fuch 
horridFrjfagcs  in  them,  unto  a  BaptizedNati- 
^^,asl  fhould,  if  I  faw,  in  fuch  a  Nation,  a 
Kingdom  Divided or  an  Epidemical  corrup¬ 
tion  of  Manners  in  Inltances,  hardly  known 
among  Infidels  ^  or  the  Inftitutions  of  our 
SAVIOUR  prottituted  unto  very  unrighte¬ 
ous  purpofes  ^  or  Impious  Attempts  to  de¬ 
grade  the  Infinite  ScEternalSoN  of  GoD,into 
the  Clafs  of  Creatures^  &  render  Him  in  all 
things  Different  from,  8c  Inferiour  to  His 

Glorious 
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GIoriouspATHER;  and  thediigheftProfefTors 
•of  ilieChriftian  Religion'  fall  into  fuch  aLa- 
Temper,as  to  be  fhye  of  appearing  to 
affert  the  molt  Vital  Point  in  the  Faith  of 
Chriftianity. 

FOR  my  part,  fhould  I  Really  fee,  (what 
many  under  the  prepolFeifions  of  a  Itrong 
Imag'narion,  have  fuppofed,  when  the  C/^W-r 
have  anInfolitAfpeflupon  them;Ilay,lhould 
I  Really  fee)  theSky  covered  wxthPhantaf ms 
of  Swords  &  Spears,  and  Rivers  of  Blood,znd 
Armies  or  AvwVi-.  Engaging  one3nother,and 
the  Can  rn  with  a  roaring  mouth  vomitting 
Dut\F/>^  upon  one  another-,  I  don’t  know, 
that  I  fhould  look  on  thefe  things  as  more 
Ominous, 01  be  more  affefled  with  them, than 
if  1  fhould  be  fo  unhappy  as  to  fee,  theSpirit 
-oj  Piety  generally  loft,  &  what  fliall  be  quite 
the  Reverfe  of  it, prevailing  among  a  People 
that  have  made  an  high  Profellion  ofit  ;  Or, 
See  z  Spirit  of  Extortion  generally  difpofe  a 
People  to  nothing  fomuch  zs  Preying  upon 
One  another-.  Or,  See  the  Bleffings  of  a  Good 
Education  generally  defpifed&neglefledj  Or, 
See  aPeopleconfeilingthat  fuch  8c fuch A’mf- 
lejS  Expences  ruin  them,  8c  yet  generally  re- 
■folviiig  to  Retrench  none  of  them  •,  Or,  See 
a  People  that  have  but  Pew  Friends-  in  the 
World,madly  fet  upon  theDifobligingSc  the 
Difcouraging  of  them  ^  Or,  See  a  People  E- 
vidently  near  a  dreadful  ConvufwnfiL  yet  no 

Men 
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Men  of  Senfe  Uniting  to  find  out  Methods 
for  the  Relief  of  thePublickDiftrefles,bu  t  all 
generally Alienatedfrom  one  another, brokeu 
intoFa9:ions,&  Sacrificing  all  xoQirfed  Atti- 
mofities  -.Or, Finally  to  fee  a  Faithful  Aian  torn 
to  pieces, if  he  tell  a  People  of  the  Perils  hej 
fees  them  expos’d  unto.  If  our  Country' 
have  yet  the  Happinefs,to  have  no  fuchcS)/«- 
toms  m'a.ny  Degree  upon  it,  llhould  think, 
we  may  defy  all  the  Prodigies  in  th eWorld, 
for  any Pradiiiions  of  ,£w7,  which  they  may 
give  unto  us.  1  hope  therefore  we  lhall  Una* 
nimoufly  deprecate  ’em  /  A  Reign  of  Piety, 
^Honefy,ft:Charity,zmongus,would  be  fucl\ 
a  Token  jbr  Goof  that  t\\t  People  in  the  Wi!P 
dernefs  could  fee  noTokens,x\\dit.  they  fhould' 
have  any  caufe  to  be  Afraid  of. 

BUT  yet,  that  I  may  more  fully  Explain 
my  fell,  and  give  you  my  plain  Sentiments 
on  this  Point;  What  Interpretation  is  to  del 
made  of  the  Aurora  Borealis,  that  Ileavenh'aP 
lately  phown  unto- us  ?  I  will  fay.  That  tho’ 
I  can  do  very  little  by  way  of  Prognofiic-,  And'-' 
I  would  not  fay  that  like  the  People  of  Gi^ 
beah,  when  we  fee  a  Pillar- oj  Smoke  and  a' 
Flame afcending  inHeavenpNQ  xrmft conclndep 
That  Evil  is  coming  upon  Nor  would  t- 
think  t  he  Meteor  to  be  a  Signal  Forerunner  ■ 
of  whatever  happens  to  Follow  after  it • 
Like  the  Honeft  Old  Man  upon  Tenderton^ 
Steeple  :  Neverthelefs,  No  doubt  the 

other 
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other  Meteors  of  theHeavens,as  Well  as  the 
Rat/ibom,  are  defigned  for  Injirutiive  ones* 
The  Glorious  GOD,  who  is  their  and  our 
Creator,  (even  HE,  who  is  alfo  our  SAVI¬ 
OUR,  )  fays  of  us,  whom  He  calls  to  be  the 
Speffarors  of  them,  Surely  they  will  Receive 
Injirutlicn, 

Well  Sang  the  Poet, 

^i  Meteora  videt  liguiio  radiantia  Qeh, 
hie  videt  ^terni  fahlajiupeuda  Dei. 

W ho  fees  brightMeteors  in  theLiquidSkies, 
The  wondrousWorks  of  the  Eternal  Spies* 

A  ReligiousMind  may  even  with  fome£- 
legancy  of  Devotion,  confider  fome  Intima¬ 
tions  from  Heaven,  which  our  Aurora  Bore¬ 
alis  may,  at  lealt,  by  way  of  Occafwnal  Re-^ 
fiedwn  lead  one  to  think  upon.  Whether 
the  Aurora  Borealis  were  a  Frodigy  or  no, 
the  Man  is  One,  who  (hall  ridicule  fuch  an 
Improvement  of  it* 

THE  Sieur  le  Feyrere,  has  given  a  molt 
wonderful  Account,  That  in  Greenland, 
where  the  Night  inthe  W^inter  is  exceffive-' 
ly  long,  when  they  don’t  enjoy  the  Aloon, 

'  there  arifes  a  Light  in  the  North,  ( called 
therefore  the  Northern  Light, )  that  fliines 
ever  all  the  Gountry,  as  if  the  Aloon  were 
at  the  Full  j  The  Darker  the  Night  is,  the 
Clearer  the  Light  j  It  looks  like  a  Flying 

Fire  3  it  mounts  up  like  a  huge  Pole  5  it 
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paffes  from  one  Place  to  another  5  it  conti¬ 
nues  the  whole  Night  V  and  it  is  of  incre¬ 
dible  ufe  to  them  in  the  .Bufinefs  of  their 
Lives. 

WE  may  alfo  render  onr  Northern  Light 
of  fome  ufe  unto  us,  in  theGreateft  Bufinefs 
of  our  Lives,  if  it  awaken  in  us  the  Right 
Thoughts  of  the  Righteous. 

MAY  not  theFiery Appear ancejm^Lkenslnquidtivc.^ 
Whether  we  have  no  Fires  among  us  here  below,  that 
fhould  be  lovingly  Extinguillied  ?  Or,  whether  no  Rafh 
Doings  may  threaten  to  raife  Fires  in  our  Churches, 
that  will  not  be  eafy  to  be  Extinguifhed  \  Sollicitous, 
therewithal  to  Put  far  fro?n  our  Tabernacles^  thofe 
that  may  be  punijQied  by  Fzw  without  3- 
Metaphor  laying  our  Houfes  in  Alhes  ? 

MAY  not  the  Bloody  Appearance^  admonifh  us,  to 
beware  of  that  Wringing.,  which  we  have  been  told, 
what  it  will  bring it  be  periifted  in  /  And  to  quicken 
Our  Oares  and  Prayers  for  Our  Eajieryi  plantations  \ 

MAY  not  Rare  Sights  calling  us  to  look  more  than 
without  them  we  fhould  have  done  unto  the  Heavens^ 
very  well  put  us  upon  thinking,  whether  we  are  not  fo 
Buried  in  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Earth,  as  to  need  fome* 
thing  that  may  call  us  off,  to  converle  in  a  inoreDivine 
way,  with  more  Heavenly  Ohjeiis  f 

I  r  is  an  Ancient  Prophecy,  IwiU  fijew  wonders  itt  ' 
Heaven  above.  Blood  ^  Fire  T^apour  of  Smoke  • 
before  the  Great  and  Hot  Me  Dsry  of  the  Lord  come^ 
Why  fhould  not  this  Fiery  &  Appearance,  in  the 

Vapour  of  Sfnoke  lately  before  us,  put  us  in  mind  of 
that  Great  Notable  Day  ?  A  Day,  when  the  Great 
GOD  our  SAVIOUR  fhall  be  Revealed  frofn  Hea* 
veninflaniing  Fire, with  His  mighty  Angels  :  A  Day, 
that  ^^11  Gome  as  a  Thief  m  the  Night,  and  the  Ele¬ 
ments  paU  melt  with  fervent  Heat  j  A  Day, which,  O 
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Sleeping  W  orld,  it  is  near,  it  is  near,  and  ■ 
ithafieth  greaily  :  ’Tis  well  tor  us  if  we  are,  and  no 
l^cie  part  of  our  Bufintfs  to  be.  Beady  for  it  The 

themfelves  had  a  Tradition,  ^  ■ 

.  /-s  ,,  - Tempus 

^t'o  3Iare  quo  TeUus,  Correptaque  Begia  call 
Jlrdeat^et  Miiiidi  Jiioles  opernfd  l^aboret, 

WE  Chrijiians  have  a  jnore  fi  re  word  of  Prophec%* 
^pjch  has  given  us  the  Warnin'?  oF  a  tremendous  Coil- 
pagration,  and  being  Warned  of  GO  we  dointhefe' 
Oiacles  find  the  Methods  prefcrj bed,  wherein  we  are  to 
make  Preparation  (or  it.  The  whole  "Work  ofChrifti- 
anity  /  lires  in  the  Heavens,  how  properly  do  they  for 
this  purpofe  become  our  Monitors  ' 

Finally  5  Extraordinary  Spedacles  m'xy  he 

Fxhibjted  in  the  Heavens,  before  that  Grand  REVO¬ 
LUTION,  which  the  Mnltiiude  of  theHeavenlyHoJi 
making  a  Defcent  from  thence,  is  to  brine  upon  the . 
World,  I  know  not,^  Eut  I  am  certain  of  This,  That' 
\vhether  any  foreooing  Signs  be  given  of  it  in  the  Hea¬ 
vens  or'  no,  the  Day  muft  be  very  Near,  when  the  Stone 
cut  out  of  the  Moulitains,  will  break  in  Pieces  and 
Confume  all  theTen  King do7ns, which  it  is  to  fall  upon, 
and  the  Kingdo?n  of  GOD  fliall  come  on,  w^herein  we 
fhall  fee  Glory  to  GOD  in  the  Higheji^mdi  Good-will 
among  Men  :  What  cannot  be  ^ccompliflied,  but  by 
Difpenfations  to  he  trembled  at,  as.  well  as.  longed  for ! 

BUT  fo  much  — i-  [ii  this  may  be  thought  Efiough  1] 
to  fatisfy  on  the  prefent  ocCvafion,  I  am  very  much  of 
jivicens  mind  •  Quicquid fufficientd  additur  fuper- 
fluitati  afcribitur,  :  And  if  the  Thoughts  to  which  I 
nave  devoted  one  little  piece  of  a  Day  prove  fo  Accept 
table  to  you,  that  you  may  judge,  that  they  may  prove 
zlioServiccahle  unto  any  others,you  have  rhyconfent  un¬ 
to  anyCommunication,  you  may  think  proper  for  them. 
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